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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1951

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Educati on (originally sponsor ed by
Representatives Quall, Talcott, Haler, Morrell, Canpbell, OBrien
Hanki ns, Kagi and MDernott)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 07/ 05.

AN ACT Rel ating to vision exans for school -aged children; adding a
new section to chapter 28A. 210 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) Vision is one of the primary senses used in the early | earning
process;

(2) Vision problens affecting preschool and school -age children can
inpact a child' s ability to |earn;

(3) Econom cal ly di sadvantaged children have | ess access to health
care and therefore, may have a proportionally greater Iikelihood of
havi ng undi agnosed vision problens that nmay affect their ability to
| earn;

(4) Vision problenms in young children can be msinterpreted as
neur odevel opnental delay or as learning disabilities; and

(5) CQurrent screening for visual acuity at distance is insufficient
to detect all vision defects.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A 210
RCWto read as foll ows:
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(1) For a child who is diagnosed with a learning disability after
Septenber 1, 2006, a parent or guardian shall provide to school health
personnel proof that the child has received a conprehensive eye
exam nation perforned by a |icensed optonetrist or ophthal nol ogi st
chosen by the child' s parent or guardian. Consi deration should be
given to testing binocular vision, accomodation, and convergence.
Proof of a conprehensive eye exam nation having been perfornmed within
t he previous twel ve nonths of the diagnosis of a learning disability is
sufficient under this section.

(2) Schools and school districts shall inform parents of the eye
exam nation required under this section and shall, to the extent
practical, assist parents of children who do not have access to
adequate insurance coverage by providing information regarding
resources for eye exam nations.

(3) The superintendent of public instruction shall collect and
dissem nate to school districts information regarding resources for
| ow-cost or no-cost conprehensive eye exam nations, including contact
information for the optonetric physicians of Washington and the
Washi ngt on acadeny of eye physicians and surgeons.

--- END ---
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